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This Week at a Glance
OpenAI shipped a dedicated $230 keyboard for Codex, Aina raised $5.5M for context-aware input hardware, Huawei unveiled the Atlas

950 SuperPoD AI  computing system,  analysts  defended the AI-chip  trade despite  bear-market  volatility  triggered by China's  Kimi  K3

model, and Mercury Systems pushed AI/ML processors for space applications.

OpenAI Launches a $230, 13-Switch Keyboard Built for Codex
InfoWorld / July 17, 2026

OpenAI  unveiled  a  purpose-built  keyboard  designed  to  streamline  interaction  with  its  Codex  coding  model.  The  move  signals  growing
interest in specialized input devices tailored for generative-AI workflows rather than generic typing.

Input Devices OpenAICodex

Aina Raises $5.5M for Context-Aware AI Hardware Interfaces
Pulse2 / July 18, 2026

Startup Aina secured $5.5  million to  develop 'Dune,'  a  Mac keypad with  three physical  keys  that  auto-reconfigure based on the active
application - pushing adaptive hardware beyond touchscreens and traditional keyboards.
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Huawei Demonstrates Atlas 950 SuperPoD AI Computing System
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette / July 18, 2026

At  a  major  tech  conference,  Huawei  showcased  the  Atlas  950  SuperPoD  -  a  new  domestic  AI-computing  platform  aimed  at  reducing
reliance on U.S. chipmakers amid ongoing export restrictions.
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Wall Street Analysts: Stick with AI Hardware Despite Chip Bear Market
Business Insider / July 21, 2026

Chip stocks entered a bear market after profit-taking and competition from China's Kimi K3 model. Yet Bank of America and UBS analysts
maintained  bullish  stances  on  memory  and  compute  demand,  arguing  aggressive  open-source  pricing  reflects  business  choices,  not
hardware cost shifts.
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The Materials Frontier: New Semiconductors to Power AI Hardware
AI Journal / July 21, 2026

Industry experts warn that material science - particularly new semiconductor substrates and silicon-carbide components - is becoming the
decisive factor in scaling AI performance while managing energy consumption and cost.
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Mercury Systems Advances Space-Qualified AI/ML Processors
Astute Group / July 23, 2026

Mercury  Systems  highlighted  the  growing  demand  for  space-grade  AI  processors,  emphasizing  early  supply-chain  engagement  and
silicon-carbide components as power-efficient solutions for onboard spacecraft workloads.
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The AI Economy Paradox: Cheaper Models, Still Rising Costs
Tom's Hardware / July 20, 2026

Despite  advances  like  DeepSeek  V4  Pro  and  Flash  undercutting  Western  models  by  up  to  17x-25x  on  price,  AI  infrastructure  spending
continues to spiral. Only Anthropic has predicted a first profitable quarter - but cumulative losses remain in the billions.
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3E Network Builds Enterprise AI SaaS Platform for Companion Robots
Quiver Quantitative / July 22, 2026

3E Network Technology Group announced an enterprise-grade cloud-based 'brain' platform for companion and eldercare robots, pairing
edge hardware cognition with scalable SaaS capabilities.
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